CIVILIZATION AND DISEASE
same thing as being struck blind." Later, when he had come up
from the cesspit, I examined his eyes carefully and observed that
they were extremely bloodshot and dim. I asked whether cleaners
of privies regularly used any particular remedy for this trouble.
"Only this," he replied, "they go back at once to their homes as I
shall do presently, shut themselves in a dark room, stay there for
a day and bathe their eyes now and then with lukewarm water;
by this means they are able to relieve the pain somewhat." Then
I asked him: Had they a burning sensation in the throat or any
respiratory troubles or attacks of headache? Did that stench hurt
their nostrils or cause nausea? "Nothing of that sort," he replied,
"in this work our eyes only are injured and no other part. If I con-
sented to go on with it any longer I should very soon become blind,
as has happened to others." Thereupon he wished me good-day
and went home, keeping his hands over his eyes. After that I saw
several workers of this class with eyes half-blinded or stone-blind
begging alms in the town.

Ramazzini examined the working conditions and health hazards
of forty-one vocations, discussing the diseases peculiar to them,
their treatment and prevention. He added a dissertation on Dis-
eases of Learned Men, and for the second edition he wrote a sup-
plement of twelve chapters describing conditions prevailing in a
dozen other crafts. His distinction between two great groups of
occupational diseases, one based on the material used and one on
the labor involved, was very good indeed and was accepted by
most physicians who wrote on the subject thereafter. Very mod-
estly Ramazzini considered his book an "imperfect performance/'
but it soon became authoritative, was reprinted several times,
translated into various languages, and little was added to the sub-
ject until the industrial revolution created new conditions.

In America the literature on occupational diseases began in
1837 with a prize essay written for die Medical Society of the
State of New York by Benjamin McCready,16 The American econ-
omy was still primarily agricultural, and McCready raised the
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